
WAUPACA COUNTY TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION        APPROVED 

10 OCTOBER 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:06 am by Patrol Captain Todd Rasmussen. The meeting 

was held at the Waupaca County Courthouse, Conference Room #1037. 

 

Members present: Patrol Captain Todd Rasmussen, County Board Chairman Dick Koeppen, 

Drivers Education Representative Becky Rickel, State DOT Representative Dan Brugman, Law 

Enforcement Committee Representative Bill Jonely, Population Representative Bob Flease, 

BOTS Law Enforcement Liaison/Consultant Trace Frost, Sheriff Tim Wilz, State Patrol Trooper 

Kendi Linjer, DA Roni Isherwood (arrived at 10:16 a.m.), Clintonville Police Department Chief 

Craig Freitag, Waupaca County Highway Commissioner Casey Beyersdorf, Waupaca Police 

Department Captain John Helgeson and New London Police Department Captain Chris Gregory. 

 

Captain Rasmussen read the open meeting statement.  

 

Motion was made by Bob Flease and seconded by Bill Jonely to approve the minutes of the July 

11, 2019.  Motion carried without a negative vote.  

 

Motion was made by Dick Koeppen and seconded by Bill Jonely to approve the agenda. Motion 

carried without a negative vote.  

 

Public input- None 

 

Captain Rasmussen- Traffic quarterly report was discussed and placed on file.  Captain 

Rasmussen reported on five fatalities in the past quarter.  A one-vehicle rollover on July 19, a 

motorcycle vs deer on August 3, a semi vs bicycle on August 9, a pedestrian hit-and-run on 

September 15 and another on September 15 where the passenger died. 

 

This brings our number of fatalities to six for the year. 

 

Casey Beyersdorf – showed a short video about the importance and need for slowing down in 

construction zones.  Driver’s education representative, Becky Rickel, says she does give a 

presentation to her students about the importance of driving slowly in a construction area.  

Casey supports the proposed bill that all traffic flaggers be trained.  Certified flaggers would 

have the rights to report drivers not obeying the signs.   



Casey said there will be a ribbon cutting at the new Highway Department on November 7, with 

an open house from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and another Open House on November 9, from 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 

 

Becky Rickel- She is offering training on November 2, from 8:30-11:00 a.m., to help drivers to 

be aware of their driving.  The class has a limit of 20 participants.   

 

Roni Isherwood – Brought up the issue of wrong-way drivers.  Could the lanes be better 

marked?  Many in the area don’t speak English, so they can’t read the signs.  Dan Brugman said 

there’s been documentation of wrong-way driving for two years.  Highly visible strips on sign 

posts is one proposal.  Roni asked if students are taught to stay on the right side of a two-lane 

highway, if they are going in the wrong direction.  Becky Rickel said yes, she does instruct her 

students to do this. 

 

Dan Brugman – He has taken another position with the DOT, so will no longer be our rep at 

meetings.  The Hwy 10 crossover project on Hwy E should be completed October 11.  The 

project on Hwy 110 is scheduled for completion on November 22; the resurfacing on Hwy 156 

from Clintonville to the Shawano county line is almost done.  The resurfacing of Hwy 49 from 

Anderson Road to Peterson Road started October 3 and should be complete by October 31.   

 

There is a meeting scheduled for October 28 to discuss the school bus back-up problem on the 

Hwy 10/22 off-ramp.   

 

Bob Flease-  Nothing 

 

Dick Koeppen – County department heads and the finance committee have been very busy 

working on the 2020 budget.  He asked about stop signs having flashing red lights around the 

perimeter.  This is very costly to do.  Dan Brugman said the state is moving toward more 

fluorescent signs. 

 

Trace Frost- There have been 431 fatalities thus far in the State of Wisconsin this year 

compared to 467 during the same time period in 2018.  Legislative proposals and a Bureau of 

Transportation brochure will be e-mailed to Vickie to forward to committee members.  Trace 

showed the recent updates on Community Mapping.   

 

Sheriff Wilz – Nothing 

 



State Trooper Kendi Linjer – Reported there are 53 cadets currently in training for State Patrol.  

There is an opening in Waupaca County with hopes of filling that position by the end of 2019 or 

early in 2020.   

 

Bill Jonely – Nothing 

 

Chief Freitag – Nothing 

 

Captain John Helgeson – Concerns continue with the back-up of school buses on the exit ramp 

from Hwy 10 onto Hwy 22.  The City of Waupaca has an officer at this location at the end of the 

school day. 

 

Captain Chris Gregory – Nothing 

 

The meeting schedule for 2020 will be:  January 9, April 9, July 9 and October 8, 2020. 

 

Motion by Bill Jonely, seconded by Bob Flease to adjourn the meeting at 11:11 a.m. Motion 

carried without a negative vote. 

 

Vickie Thoe, Secretary 


